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THE DISTINCTION

Of Nature from Hypostasis, and of Person from Faces
From the Book that is called
Harmonious Texture

Of our teacher Yohannan Bar Zo‘bi, done at the request of Mar ‘Abdisho
Metropolitan of Assyria
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The Syriac text from this document is from Joseph Kelaita, Marganita, 1924, pp. 98-106.

The English text from this document is from Mar Eshai Shimun, The Pearl, 1965, pp. 82-91.

[82] Nature is distinguishable from
hypostasis, by its essential qualities. Nature is
universal but hypostasis is specific. When
nature is divided it constitutes its species and
also its hypostasis. But when hypostasis is
divided it is rendered
meaningless; because if you were to divide
hypostasis into parts, it will be destroyed and
rendered meaningless, and it will not retain
its natural qualities.

destroyed and

Nature is simple, but

compounded. Hypostasis is visible to the

hypostasis is

eyes, but nature is visible to the mind. When
you speak of nature, the mind encompasses
all, but when you speak of hypostasis, the
mind embraces only one. This is the
difference O, Father, between the nature and
the hypostasis.
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HARMONIOUS TEXTURE —

[83] Let us now speak of the difference that
exists between person and hypostasis. Person’
is unlike hypostasis in the qualities which it
possesses, namely, such as beautiful, hateful,
hideous and black. But in hypostasis there is
only one (attribute), for it is one and the
same. But in person there are many, because
of the many attributes that it possesses. Of
qualities I mean, son of so and so, beautiful or
ugly. These characteristics appertain to
person, that which signifies hypostasis.
Hypostasis has been spoken of as a small part
of nature. Person has been spoken of as a
small part of hypostasis. This is therefore the

difference between hypostasis and person.

Let us now speak on the difference between
face and person. Person is different from face
in that it does not possess the concrete image
of the mind. Face is impressed (concrete), but

person is not concrete. Person is a small part
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! In Greek, qnoma is called ‘hypostasis’ it shows its existence and by it, nature is known. And of parsopa, ‘prosopon’ is what it
is named. For us easterners, we confess this: that Christ our Lord, is two natures in one person, the Son of God. When the
question of Divinity and Humanity is brought into the midst, in order so as to distinguish the natural properties of each nature,
then of necessity we are led to the discussion of qnoma by which the nature is distinguished. And from this, henceforth, it is
shown in truth of two qnomé preserving the properties of the natures, in one person of the Son of God.
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of hypostasis in which it is set. Face is a small
part of the person in which it is set. Person is
outstanding in the hypostasis of which it is a
part. But face is not outstanding in the person
of which it is a part. Face denotes person, but
he (person) cannot denote the face. Person
denotes hypostasis, but hypostasis does not
do the same. And hypostasis denotes nature,
but nature does not do the same. Nature
contains hypostasis, for it belongs thereto in
entirety. Hypostasis likewise contains person,
for it belongs to it in entirety. And person
contains the face which is impressed
(situated) in the tower of [84] senses. This is,
therefore, the difference of these four

expressions.

Let us now demonstrate the facts concerning
each one of them - nature in the manner of
man, hypostasis in the manner of Adam. Of
person as beautiful, as of the age of thirty
three years. And the face which is concrete
impression of this image, is the manifestation

of his person.

Person in like manner is divided into its four
divisible species, as it has been divided by the
Holy Father Mar Timat&os. All the objects
that exist in the world, possess person. Some

of them possess both hypostasis and person.
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HARMONIOUS TEXTURE —

Some of them have neither hypostasis nor
person. Some of them have person but do not
have hypostasis. For example, such as wood,
brass and all the inanimate objects. And those
which possess both hypostasis and person is
the animal kingdom. Especially the rational,
corporeal and incorporeal. And those which
possess neither Hypostasis nor person, are
those which do not exist, either because their
nature was dissolved or do not yet exist. And
those which possess only person, are things
such as death?, corruption, curse, evil and sin,

are taken personally.

Person again is spoken of contrariwise. Either
indicative of hypostasis, or the tower wherein
senses reside, or the most significant
indication of hypostasis which is set in the
face, or again affirmative of a natural
relationship between all the four legged

creatures.

The first definition, however, appertains [85]
to incorporeal natures; but the other three to
incorporeal natures. This is subdivided into

five categories, neither more or less according
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to the definition of the ancients, viz., natural
or assumed, and also received as an honour.
The fifth category is defined as that of order
and honour. Natural, for example, they spat
on his impressed face®. The borrowed, as they
sometimes attribute person to inanimate

objects.

The person of heaven* and earth you are able
to distinguish, but the sign of the present time
you disregard hastily. Borrowed as when we
assume a person other than our own, as for
example, I was alive before® I transgressed the
command. Person assumed by honour is in
the manner stated by Paul, namely, do you
judge® a person by outward appearance? This
is hypocrisy. And that which is assumed by
honour as stated by Our Lord: “Whoever
receives you also receives me”’.
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HARMONIOUS TEXTURE — ymudn wicay

There is another type of person which
appertains only to God and which signifies
His manifestation when He shall be seen by
His saints, as stated by our Saviour
concerning the little ones that they must not
be despised, for their angels at all times [86]
see the person® of the Father. The person of
unity, of manhood and of the Godhead is
defined as assumed, and also one of order and
honour.

But all that has been said from the beginning
of this discourse to this point, are merely a
gateway and an entrance to the divine
learning. The name God signifies a common
The name Word
hypostasis of the Word. And the name Son
signifies the person of the Word. The Word is
not different from the rest either by nature or

nature. signifies the

by hypostasis.

The Word is not different in nature for one
and the same is the essence. Nor does He vary
in hypostasis from Him who is transcendent.
Only by the designation of the person of
Sonship is He different from the Father and
the Spirit. And He united Himself to the man
of our race in the person of His hypostasis.
Therefore, the unity of the Word with
manhood which He assumed from our race, is
one of person and will and not of nature and
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hypostasis. And since it is by person and will
which is supreme over all, hypostasis drew
nigh in His person to our manhood which was
made God, and was likewise superabundantly
enriched by His essence according to the
authority of His Godhead.

For if by nature and hypostasis the unity had
been effected, then by nature and also by
hypostasis the Word is not separate from the
rest, then the logical inference is that the
Father and the Spirit were also [87] united to
our manhood, and tins would be contrary o
the orthodox doctrine of the equality of
nature. For if the person of the Word which is
the eternal Son, along with the will of the
Father and the Spirit vas united with our
manhood, then it follows that the Son the
person of the Word divided the unity of our
human nature, and especially by virtue of the
fact that by will which is the most exalted and
supreme, it follows that also the Father and
the Spirit® dwell in the sanctified temple of
our manhood, in that case the unity which is
attributed to the person of Sonship, in that He
dwelt in the temple of our manhood, is just a
story, and it follows that it was all the three
hypostases that dwelt according to the
definition of will.
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In that case our human nature is united to the
person of the Word, and is the exalted temple
to the Holy Trinity. For in as much as the
name Father does not indicate its essence,
but it only indicates and imprints (on mind)
the hypostasis. Likewise the name Word does
not indicate its essence, but it only indicates
and imprints the name of hypostasis. For this
reason the gospel which was preached
throughout the world, was ascribed to the
Word™ when speaking of incarnation, and
not in the name of God which indicates the
essence. But in the name of the Word which
indicates the hypostasis.

For if the [88] Word" became flesh, and the
name Word is indicative of hypostasis, and
the hypostasis is indicative of the person
which is symbol thereof; then it follows that
the flesh was united to the person of the
hypostasis of the Word. In which case the
Word the only begotten of the Father,
expressed His image in the flesh, and He
likewise imprinted the flesh which He took by
the name of His Essence and Authority. It
united with and also conjoined the living and
rational flesh, the Person of the Word is the
Son, who is distinct from the Father and the
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Spirit; he was united and joined to the
animated and rational flesh. And as in the
name of person the unity of the flesh was
effected; the person simultaneously brought
with it the hypostasis and the nature of the
Word.

So, when I say person, I speak of the name of
the Son, and its very pronunciation results in
two natures and two hypostases. And should
the heretic reproach me by the distinction of
two Sons, the attribution of person does not
permit such a distinction nor in the Trinity
can He have four hypostases, and thus the
Godhead is delivered from confinement in
the womb and the tomb.

We believe, therefore, in one God Who is
eternal self-existent, and He is in three
hypostases, Father, Son and Holy Spirit®.
Father Son
everlastingly begotten, and the Holy Spirit

everlastingly ~ begetter,
everlastingly proceeding forth, one nature
equal in its essence. By nature and by
hypostases [89] wunited and
inseparable. It is only in name and attributes

they are

that hypostases are separate one from the
other. In nature there is no separation for one
is the essence. Nor are they separate in
account  of  their

hypostases,  on
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transcendancy. Where can you put the
hypostasis of the Father when you distinguish
it, and bring immediately after it the
hypostasis of the Son, when you distinguish
it; and as there is no limitation of the
hypostasis of the Father and the Son, where
can you then place the hypostasis of the
Spirit, when you try to distinguish it?

For if there were myriad universes such as our
own, they would not suffice to contain, even
on of the hypostases of the essence. For the
Father in His hypostasis is God and is also
nature. The Son likewise in His hypostasis is
God and is also nature. Likewise the Holy
Spirit in hypostasis is God and is also nature.
In the Godhead and in nature each of them is
Him complete, and they do not constitute
three natures nor three Gods. Therefore, by
nature and by hypostasis there is no
distinction, but they are only distinct in their
attributes and in personal appellation.

The attributes of the Father are the begetter
and not begotten, also the cause and
Fatherhood which signifies the appellation of
His hypostasis. The attributes of the Son the
begotten and not begetter, also the Sonship
and causation which signifies the appellation
of His hypostasis. And the attributes of the
Holy Spirit neither begetter nor begotten, also
causal and proceeding which signifies the
appellation of His hypostasis. But Father is
Father and He is not Son or Spirit, [go] and He
is distinct from the Son and the Spirit in the
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person of Fatherhood. And the Son is likewise
the Son, and He is neither the Father nor the
Spirit, and He is distinct from the Father and
the Spirit in the person of Sonship. And the
Holy Spirit is Spirit and He is neither the Son
nor the Father, and He is distinct from the Son
and from the Father in the person of His
proceeding.

In the attributes of nature there is no
distinction in His hypostases, they are all
equal in attributes natural and general. For
the natural attributes are proper to all of
them, namely, spirit, everlastingness, nature,
judgeship,

creativeness,

divinity, lordship, authority,
boundlessness,
administrativeness and immortality, etc.
These are the attributes of hypostases and
appertain thereto distinctively. But the
attributes of nature appertain to hypostases
in general, therefore, in the attributes of
nature there is complete equality. Neither the
Father precedes the Son, nor the Son
precedes the Holy Spirit, nor is the Father
greater than the Son, nor the Son from the

Holy Spirit.

Let, therefore, Sebalieus be ashamed and let
Arius be confounded. For only in the
attributes of person does precedence exist;
for the Father is the cause and the Son and the
Spirit caused. In like manner in the order of
counting; the Son and the Spirit follow.
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HARMONIOUS TEXTURE — ymudn wicay

But let him who is already so convinced of
what we have just said know, that his
conclusion [g1] is incorrect as to the real
meaning of this statement. For the Father is
the cause of the attributes of His own
persons, but He is not the cause of the
hypostases, for if this were so it would tear
asunder the unity. And the order of the
numbers is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is
not in the hypostases that the precedence
and separateness is effected but rather in the
reckoning of the attributes of the persons. It
is the Manichaens who reckon according to
the order of precedence.

The Holy Trinity is not subject to numbers, or
numbering appertains to conscious objects
only, which by their very nature have a time
limit, place, and are bounded. But the Holy
Trinity is without time or place. For the first
number is automatically followed by the
second, and the third is likewise followed by
the fourth. But in the case of the worshipful
Trinity, the second does not follow the first,
nor is the second by the third in a series of
succession. But one Father one Son one Holy
Spirit incessantly, three hypostases one
nature, and one nature three hypostases. I
confess in one God who is in three
hypostases, He that created all from nothing

and He governs and manages all.
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